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“Salvation’s Purpose”      Text – Ephesians 2:6-7      OT Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
When it comes to the study of God’s Word, particularly in the epistles, one of the things that is always worth hunting for is a purpose statement.  
If you look at verse 12 of chapter 1, for instance, you will see there that Paul writes, “In order that we…”  That is a purpose statement.  
Having said whatever it is that was said, words like “in order that,’ or “so that” indicate the purpose of what has been said.  
With 1:12, Paul has been describing God’s choice to elect some to salvation.  
And the purpose of this election is “in order that we … might be for the praise of His glory.”  
And so, the purpose of God’s electing choice is the glory of God.  

For another example of this, look at 1:17.  
There, Paul says, “I keep asking that the God and Father … may give you the spirit of wisdom … SO THAT you may know Him better.”  

And again in verse 18, “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened … In order that you may know…,” etc etc.  

These are three examples of purpose statements.

Well, as we continue through this section of the Epistle to the Ephesians, we too arrive at one of these purpose statements.   
You can see it introduced in the first words of verse 7, “In order that…”  

And so, we too need to pay careful attention here because in these verses 
Paul points out the purpose of our salvation.  

Well, as we have seen together, a lot has been said already in verses 1-5.  
Paul started by describing the spiritual condition of all unbelievers as dead in sin.  
He began with the Gentiles, in verses 1-2, “as for you,” and then included the Jews in verse 3, “All of US also…”  
In verse 4 he revealed that the ground of our salvation is God’s love and mercy.  
We bring nothing to God that makes us more worthy of salvation than anyone else; it is His love and mercy that brings us from death into life.  

In verse 5 he magnified this even further by summarizing all this with a parenthesis.  
Now, boys and girls, a parenthesis is an extra statement that interrupts the normal flow of a sentence.  
And Paul makes use of a parenthesis in verse 5.  
You can see it shown by that hyphen or line.  “God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive even when we were dead in our transgressions – IT IS BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED.”  
Needing to sum up all that he has just said, he points out that our salvation is by grace.  

But if we look at the words on either side of that parenthesis, we can see the normal flow of his argument.  
In verse 5, when we were dead in our transgressions, God made us alive with Christ.  And now down to verse 6, “and God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him…”  

And then he goes on, in verse 7, to the purpose statement, “In order that…”  
There we will see why God did and does all these things to those He has elected to salvation.  

In these verses then, Paul points out the purpose of our salvation by describing our liberated location and God’s glorious generosity.

In the first place then, Paul points out the purpose of our salvation by describing our liberated location.  

	Now, once again, over the past few Lord’s Days, we have heard a description of what it means to be spiritually dead.  
	We have seen that all mankind begins life in this state of spiritual death; apart from God, hostile towards God, wholly given over to sin and evil, incapable of any saving good.  

And we have also seen that it is as we live in the midst of this condition that God gives the gift of new life to those He has chosen to be His adopted children.  
	Likewise, we saw also that God does this only because of His great love for us.  


	Last Lord’s Day we saw that this making alive has in view that initial spark of life; that moment when we came from death to life.  
	From the Greek tense of the word we saw that this was a past event.  
	By virtue of our union with Christ, this happened when He came from death into life.  
	Well, as Paul continues on here in verse 6, he makes use of the same Greek tense to indicate past events.  
	Just as God made us alive when Christ was made alive, He “raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms.”  All these are past events for the believer.


	And as Paul proceeds from made alive to raised up and to seated in the heavens, he goes through the steps of what we describe as the exaltation of Christ.  
	And these steps are what we see in the Apostles’ Creed.  
	I believe … in Jesus Christ … on the third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God.  

We refer to these three as the resurrection – coming to life, the ascension – being raised to heaven, and the session – living and working in heaven.  

	Thus, Paul’s message to these Ephesian Christians; indeed, Paul’s message to you, is that as Christ arose, was raised to heaven, and lives and works in heaven, so you arose, were raised to heaven, and began to live and work in heaven.


	Well, what then does this mean?  Why does the Holy Spirit, through Paul, set this before the Lord’s people?  
	Brothers and Sisters, we ought to see in this the great challenge and comfort that is set before us.  
	And this is helpfully illustrated in the story of the resurrection of Lazarus.  
	This story, which we are probably all very familiar with, has Jesus arriving in Bethany four days after Lazarus had been buried.  
	This means that Lazarus was very dead.  
	Lazarus, at that moment, was the perfect physical example of what we all were, spiritually, before the Holy Spirit’s work began in our lives.  
	Now, in terms of Jesus attitude towards Lazarus, do you remember how His attitude was described by the people who were there at the time?  
	Seeing Jesus weep, they said, “See, how He loved him!”  

And in this, they were quite correct.  What brought Lazarus out of the grave was the love of God.  
	Was Lazarus doing anything that made him worthy of life at that moment?  No, Lazarus was stone cold dead.  


	But after ordering the removal of the tomb stone, Jesus said, “Lazarus, come out!”  
	And in obedience to the call of the Word and the Spirit, Lazarus arose and came out.  

Lazarus passed from death into life.  
	Lazarus was made alive, and Lazarus was raised up.  


	Now, when Lazarus came out of the tomb, do you remember the description of what he was wearing?  
	Scripture tells us that “his hands and feet were wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth [was] around his face.”
	His grave clothes affected his ability to walk, his ability to work, and his ability to see.    


	And what was Jesus’ first instruction to those standing there amazed at all this?  
	“Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  
	You see, Lazarus was still wrapped up in the clothes of death.  
	He was bound up in the clothes of death.  

He was restricted by the clothes of death.  
	And a living person can not function surrounded by the clothes of death.  
	Those clothes were totally appropriate and suitable when he was dead, but he had been liberated from death.  
	He no longer belonged in the burial grave.  

And so, he needed to be liberated from the clothes of death.  

	What then of the challenge and comfort that is here set before us?  
	Well, the grave clothes of spiritual death is sin.
	Sin affects your ability to walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord.

Sin affects your ability to work in a manner pleasing to the Lord.
Sin affects your ability to see what it is that pleases the Lord.   

	Thus, the challenge to each of you arises from the fact that you have been raised up with Christ and seated in the heavenly realms.  
	You must, therefore, get rid of your grave clothes.  Get rid of your sin.  
	Sin is appropriate to those who are spiritually dead, but it is not appropriate for those who have been raised up with Christ.  
	And Paul expands on this in the parallel passage in Colossians 3.  “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things … Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.”  
	Like Lazarus, you no longer exist in relation to the grave.  
	You exist in relation to heaven.  You have been rescued from death and all its trappings.  
	And so, why then do you continue to wrap yourself up in your grave clothes?  
	Why do you give in to anger?  
	Why do you use coarse language?  

Why do you tell rude, racist, or filthy jokes? 
 Why do you gossip about and slander others?  
Why do you dishonour lawful authority?  
	People of God get rid of your grave clothes!


	And yet, not only is there a great challenge here, there is also great comfort.   
	For you have been raised up with Christ and seated in the heavenly realms with Christ.  
	The key person in all of this is not you.  It is Christ.  

The key location in all of this is not yours.  It is Christ’s!  
	Because He is in heaven, you are in heaven with Him!  


	Despite your ongoing struggle to remove all the grave clothes here on earth, in Him, you are dressed in completely different clothes in heaven.  
	In discussing the church; the Bride of Christ, Rev 19:8 says, “Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints).  
	Brothers and Sisters, Christ clothes you with His righteousness!  
	Because you belong to Him, because you are united with Him, you stand, already in heaven, spotless, holy and blameless in the presence of God!
	And so, take great comfort from knowing that your liberated location is in heaven, with Jesus, already!  


Secondly though, Paul continues to point out the purpose of our salvation, by describing God’s glorious generosity.

He says that God has accomplished all these things in His people, “In order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”

And, as I said at the beginning, it is here that we come to the purpose statement.                  What purpose did God have in bringing these Gentiles from spiritual death into life?                              What purpose did God have in bringing Jews from spiritual death into life?                                   What purpose did God have in bringing you from spiritual death into life?  

Well, before we answer the “what purpose” question, we need to spend a brief moment considering the “when” question.   
Paul says, “In the coming ages.”  
Now, there is nothing in the context that limits the application of this phrase to any one point of time before or after Christ’s second coming.  It is simply the coming ageS.  
In addition, Paul speaks in future verses about the church in this age and the perfection of the church in the next age.  
And so, “the coming ages” is the unending period stretching from the death and resurrection of Christ into eternity.  The purpose of salvation that Paul is about to speak of will be always and eternally renewing itself. 
Well, what of the purpose itself?  
Brothers and Sisters, we have already seen that the ground of our salvation is God’s love and mercy.  
Why did God save us?  Because of His great love and His mercy.  

But His ultimate purpose in saving us was to demonstrate His grace.  
What God does, God does always for His own glory.  
Your salvation is not the all and the end; His glory in your salvation is the all and the end.  
This we have already seen in 1:11-12.  
God chose us, “In order that we … might be for the praise of His glory.”  
O Yes, in your salvation is blessing.  
Yes, God’s purpose in salvation is for you to benefit from His love and His mercy and His grace and His blessing.  That is beyond question.  
But God’s greater purpose is to demonstrate to the whole of creation the splendour of His glory.  

And His glory is described here as the incomparable riches of His grace.  
Not just riches, but incomparable riches.  
Now, the Greek word behind incomparable is uperballw (huperballo), from which we get hyperbole in English.  
Boys and girls, hyperbole is how your parents describe you to other parents.  
You are the best student; the greatest soccer player; the most accomplished ballet dancer; a vastly improved piano player.  
When parents talk like that they are using hyperbole.  
Well, different English translations describe the riches of God’s grace here as “exceeding” or “unsurpassed” or “measureless” or “immeasurable” or “outstanding.”  
And all of these words simply cannot capture the measure of the riches of the grace that God has shown to you.  

Do you ever ask yourself why God has saved you?  Have you ever thought about why God saves anyone?  
Well, with this verse in mind, you would do well to answer, “To demonstrate His immeasurable grace and kindness.”  
For His own glory, God has shown you and continues to show you and desires always to show you His kindness; to pour out on you the incomparable riches of His grace.  

Now, I am sure that if we went out on the streets and shouted out that God desires to show people His kindness, many people would be interested.  The kindness of God sounds like a pretty good thing to receive!  
What needs to be clear though is that the kindness of God is expressed only in and through Christ Jesus.  
Look at verse 6.  Raised up and seated in the heavenly realms in CHRIST JESUS.  
Look at verse 7.  “Expressed in His kindness to us IN CHRIST JESUS.”  
Enjoyment of the kindness of God comes only through a living relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  


Now, you might be thinking, “I don’t know about that?”  
My life’s pretty good and I wouldn’t describe myself as one who has a living relationship with the Lord Jesus.
I have not placed my whole life in submission to His will.  
I pretty much please myself.  
I’ll take God and church on terms that suit me.  
I’ll do the whole church thing to keep my parents off my back.  
I’ll attend what parts of church I think I can get away with.  
There are certain things I do that I’m not ready to let go of thanks.  

And if you ask me, God’s being pretty kind to me.  
Got a job.  Got a family.  Got a comfortable house.  Got all the appliances I need.  
Got the stuff I like.  
Haven’t been hit by lightening lately!  
God’s being pretty kind to me.

Well, if the person I have just described is you, it’s time to wake up.
Jesus said, “If you love Me you will keep my commandments.”  
Jesus said to the woman caught in adultery, “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
Dear friends, don’t kid yourself in regards to Jesus.  
He demands a living relationship of complete obedience and total submission.  
And know this also.  
If you refuse to submit to Him, then all the things that you have laughingly received as the kindness of God, will become a part of your judgment when you stand before Him on the last day.

But Jesus also said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  
Brothers and Sisters, you may leave your sins at the cross.  Jesus has dealt with them all!  
This is part of God’s kindness to you in Christ Jesus.  
This is part of the incomparable riches of His grace which He has shown to you, which He is showing to you, and which He will show to you into eternity.  
To God be the glory.  Amen.

